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Program Notes:

When a man hath no freedom... was composed in the Spring of 1983 when the composer was
working on his masters degree in theory/composition at James Madison University. It was
composed for the mezzo-soprano, Linda Farquarson. Ms. Farquarson was on the voice faculty at
James Madison University. The text is by Lord Byron. The composition was premiered on April
8, 2003 in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Stanzas for Music was composed in the summer of 2007 as a companion piece.  It’s text is also
by Lord Byron. Stanzas for Music was premiered on September 30, 2007 on a Louisiana
Composers Consortium concert in Ruston, Louisiana. It is dedicated to the mezzo-soprano,
Laura Ulrich. 

Text: By George Gordon, Lord Byron

When a man hath no freedom 1820

When a man hath no freedom to fight for at home,
  Let him combat for that of his neighbor;
Let him think of the glories of Greece and of Rome,
  And get knocked on his head for his labors. 

To do good to mankind is the chivalrous plan, 
  And is always as nobly requited; 
Then battle for freedom where ever you can, 
  And, if not shot or hang’d,  you'll get knighted. 

Stanzas for Music 1815

They say that Hope is happiness; 
   But genuine Love must prize the prize the past,
And Memory wakes the thoughts that bless; 
  They rose the first- they set the last. 

And all that Memory loves the most
  Was once our only Hope to be,
And all Hope adorned and lost 
  Hath melted into Memory.

Alas! it is delusion all; 
  The future cheats us from a far,  
Nor can we be what we recall, 
  Nor dare we think on what we are. 
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The composer welcomes any questions concerning Lord Byron Songs and would greatly 
appreciate hearing about performances.  Inquires and programs should be sent to:

Dr. Joe L. Alexander
4434 Plumtree Lane

Tuscaloosa, AL 35406

e-mail: jlalexander@muw.edu
jlacomposer.com
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