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Centrifugal Force
for string quartet

Program Notes:

My new string quartet, Centrifugal Force, was composed for SooKyung “Claire” Jeong and the 
TMD string quartet during the fall of 2014. Tonight is the world premiere. The composer states: 

I have always viewed myself as an “absolute”, or abstract composer of music. This concept is 
the opposite of “programmatic”, or story telling music. The string quartet is based on three 
melodic ideas, with the first one being introduced in the pizzicato violin at the beginning; the 
second idea is the legato cello line which begins after the first temporary pause; and the final 
idea occurs in the slow section and is presented by the viola. Each of these ideas are developed 
through out the remainder of the piece. The piece is not set up like a modified sonata form with 
exposition, development and recapitulation; but with each idea being presented, then modified, 
then the next idea present and then modified and so forth. Near the end of the piece, the themes 
are combined together. Over the course of the piece, I rely heavily on timbre, or tone color, and 
rhythm to help develop the music. The title makes reference to the melodic ideas constantly 
returning, as if in a circle. Centrifugal Force is dedicate to the TMD string quartet.

Performance Notes:

The piece needs to maintain an even tempo with each of the sections. The internal ritards should 
be of the “molto” variety, with silence occurring between the sections. (See m. 21) Accidentals 
only apply to the line or space on which they are written. Octaves are not assumed with 
accidentals. I have tried to apply courtesy accidents on the octaves when they occur. The piece is 
primarily a melody/accompaniment piece. However, the accompanying parts are fairly active 
from a rhythmic perspective and are usually presented as pairs of instruments. The melody must 
be projected over this accompaniment. In many cases, especially at the beginning, only the two 
accompanying parts are present, so the accompaniment should be emphasized.
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jœ. ‰ Œ jœ.
‰ ŒU

jœ.
‰ Œ jœ.

‰ ŒU

p
‰ Jœ Jœb œ jœ Œ

‰ Jœb jœ œ jœ# Œ

‰ jœ jœb œ Jœ Œ

‰ jœ jœb œb jœ Œ
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The composer welcomes any questions concerning Centrifugal Force and would greatly 
appreciate hearing about performances. Inquire and programs should be sent to:

4434 Plumtree Lane
Tuscaloosa, AL  35405

e-mail: jlalexander3@muw.edu
jlacomposer.com 
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Centrifugal Force
Joe L. Alexander

© 2014 by Joe L. Alexander
All Rights Reserved.

Violin I
for the TMD string quartet



&
42 J

œœ> ‰ ‰ J
œœ>  wwπ

sul ponticello
Lento
C

ww wwb ˙̇ ˙̇# ww ˙̇ œœ ŒCon sord.
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gliss

f

Allegro  {m q = c 120} 
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